
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Thea Bowman Center 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Lift Every Voice ll Project 

Your Project Summary: The project will provide an opportunity for youth (ages 5-13) in Mt Pleasant to be 

creative and cultivate their  talents and skills in singing and/ or learn to play the violin. Children will be 

recruited from the Mt. Pleasant community via the local schools and from other children programs  

offered at the TBC. This is a continuation project and some children will be returning to build on what they 

have learned.  All children will gain a positive self direction for future growth and development. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Lift Every Voice II provides public benefit by offering out of school music lessons to youth in 

the under-invested Mt. Pleasant community. Artistic and cultural vibrancy will be experienced by the 

participants, teachers, relatives, friends and neighbors through public performances. TBC demonstrates 

organizational capacity to manage the project successfully with a clear project goal and tools for 

measuring success. The project budget seemed clear and realistic. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project somewhat meets the funding criteria. This project demonstrates public benefit in 

that the organization understands and serves its community through positive after-school opportunities 

for students with challenging home situations. There is artistic vibrancy through the engagement of 

qualified professionals to mentor and teach these children. The organizational capacity to plan and 

manage for this project is in question. The goal and the ways to measure are good; the budget is not, as 

it is presented, sufficient: it looks like $2200 (in-kind + donated gift cards), possibly $3200 (in-kind travel 

provided?) are really in-kind services as part of the match, much higher than the limit of 25% ($1250 in 

this case). 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: As a neighborhood-specific center, there is a clear public benefit to offering music and vocal 

performance education to young people in the neighborhood. I appreciate the applicant's understanding 

that arts education builds not only artistic skill but social/emotional skills. They could take the description 

of that a step further by including some past evaluation information and testimonials. Artistic and cultural 

vibrancy is fine; skilled teachers will be leading the program. The budget seems to be based on the largest 

grant award possible, which makes me question if they budgeted to that rather than what they need. But 

I did appreciate the detailed description of income. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The project met the funding criteria. The organization clearly understands its community and 

how this project serves a need. They understand the factors required for successful participation by the 

students. I appreciated their inclusion of multiple points of feedback to seek information on effectiveness. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Despite sufficient detail, it would have been helpful to continue to include stats and data - i.e. "others 

interested in supporting children" is who and how many of them are there? The budget is clear and 

reasonable. There is sufficient detail to further demonstrate the organization's capacity to plan and 

execute successful projects. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal fits the funding criteria.  Lift Every Voice demonstrates public benefit, which 

is the primary focus, but the other criteria are not as clearly demonstrated.  Public benefit is shown 

because clearly TBC understands and serves its community since Lift Every Voice has been offered in the 

past and is continuing.  TBC has also built a meaningful relationship with the Nathan Hale School whose 

principal and teachers are involved.  It might be helpful to include a letter of support from the school.  The 

proposal is less clear about artistic and cultural vibrancy since no specific arts/culture professionals are 

mentioned.  But the program does encourage the participating children to think creatively/differently.  

Some of the details of the program are unclear which brings into question organizational capacity.  For 

example, the program runs for 38 weeks, which is presumably during the school year, but the budget and 

timing suggests that the program runs in the summer as well.  It's also unclear if the students participate 

in both voice and violin, or only one.  There are noticeably fewer than 20 children in the attached 

video/photo, which leads me to assume that recruitment has been a challenge. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, Thea Bowman Center's (TBC) Lift Every Voice II project meets the funding criteria. TBC has 

partnered with Nathan Hale Elementary School to provide music lessons to children ages 5-13. Strong 

public benefit is demonstrated by the children and their families being engaged in the music lessons and 

their participation in various public performances throughout the year. TBC uses deep knowledge of the 

students in its music program, especially that many students are not receiving art/music instruction at 

school, to structure the program. TBC set a clear goal and I appreciated that they already plan to collect 

feedback from the children, their families, and the elementary school's teachers and administration. I feel 

confident that the organization can meet the match requirement and carry out the music program. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


